Generated from: https://www.energyinnovationday.pl/Sun-20-Jul-2025-35550.htm|/
Generated on: 2026-04-09 16:54:52 | Copyright © 2026 ENERGY INNOVATION. All rights reserved.

Do not allow telecommunications
companies to build base stations
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Overview

Section 704 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 prohibits state and local
governments from regulating the placement, construction, and modification of
wireless service facilities (like cell towers) based on environmental or health
concerns if the facilities comply with federal RF.

Section 704 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 prohibits state and local
governments from regulating the placement, construction, and modification of
wireless service facilities (like cell towers) based on environmental or health
concerns if the facilities comply with federal RF.

would streamline deployment of towers and other wireless infrastructure. In doing
so, the Commissions resumes momentum from its successes in the 2018 Small Cell
Order and continues to ensure investment and network buildout is ee from
unlawful regulatory burdens imposed at the state and local.

Every municipality is responsible for adopting its own set of laws governing the
placement, design standards, and safety features of wireless telecommunications
equipment installed and/or operated by companies like Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile,
Dish, and Crown Castle. Strong local cell tower laws are.

Notwithstanding section 704 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-104) or any other provision of law, a State or local government may not deny,
and shall approve, any eligible facilities request for a modification of an existing
wireless tower or base station that does not.

Applications by wireless service providers to construct cell towers, and opposition
to those applications, are governed by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and by
zoning and land use laws as provided in that law. This column discusses the
principal governing law, recent FCC guidance, and notable.

(i) The regulation of the placement, construction, and modification of personal
wireless service facilities by any State or local government or instrumentality
thereof— (I) shall not unreasonably discriminate among providers of functionally
equivalent services; and (ll) shall not prohibit or have.

On March 21, 2021, the United States District Court for the Northern District of
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California issued an opinion in a case filed by T-Mobile West LLC that reinforcées'the
rights of telecommunications companies to modify and upgrade their wireless
facilities. The decision is based on a federal law known. Can a local government
require a wireless facility to be located?

Local governments are prohibited from requiring that wireless facilities be located
on city- or county-owned towers or facilities. They are allowed to provide expedited
processing for applications for wireless facilities proposed to be located on city- or
county-owned property.

Can a state or local government deny a request to modify wireless equipment?

Under Section 6409 of the Spectrum Act, state and local governments are
forbidden to deny requests to modify wireless equipment, so long as the
modification does not “substantially change the physical dimensions” of the tower
or facility.

Can a state prohibit the provision of telecommunications services?

t of deployment densification and enhanced capacity for covered services. Under
sections 253 and 332(c)(7), state and local laws may not “prohibit or have the
effect of prohibiting the provision of” telecommunications services or personal
wireless services.166 At the core.

Are telecommunication towers regulated?
A 2005 survey by the School of Government indicated that 70 percent of the
responding municipalities and 78 percent of the responding counties had adopted

regulations on telecommunication towers. Both state and federal laws restrict local
regulation of these facilities.
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The Spectrum Act: The Rights of
Telecommunications ...

The District Court rejected the defendants'
arguments, holding that the Spectrum Act does
not direct local governments to enact or refrain
from enacting regulations regarding ...

Reguest Quote

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996:
UNCERTAINTY ...

Zoning Variances, 33 AM. Bus. L.J. 235, 245 (1995)
(pointing out that the procedure typically consists
of a telecommunications company applying for a

variance or a ...

FCC FACT SHEET Build America:
Eliminating Barriers to ...

Build America: Eliminating Barriers to Wireless
Deployments Notice of Proposed Rulemaking - WT
Docket No. 25-276 would streamline deployment
of towers and other wireless ...

Reguest Quote

WTE? Wireless Telecommunication
Facilities: The Legal Stuff

The Wireless Consumer Advanced Infrastructure
Investment Act shall not be deemed to allow a
person, without the consent of the property owner,
to collocate a small wireless facility on a ...

Request Quote
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Reguest Quote

The Spectrum Act: The Rights of
Telecommunications Companies
Continue

The District Court rejected the defendants'
arguments, holding that the Spectrum Act does
not direct local governments to enact or refrain
from enacting regulations regarding ...

Reguest Quote

The Telecommunications Act of 1996,
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U.S. LOCAL CELL TOWER AND WIRELESS
FACILITY LAWS

Every municipality is responsible for adopting its
own set of laws governing the placement, design
standards, and safety features of wireless
telecommunications equipment installed and/or ...

Reguest Quote

47 U.S. Code § 1455

Notwithstanding section 704 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-104) or any other provision of law, a State or
local government may not deny, and shall ...

Request Quote
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Section 704: An ...

Section 704 of the Telecommunications Act of
1996 prohibits state and local governments from
regulating the placement, construction, and
modification of wireless service ...

Reguest Quote

Federal Communications Commission FCC

20-153 Before ...

Section 106 National Historic Preservation Act
Review Process, 47 CFR pt. 1, App. C (Wireless
Facilities NPA). The Wireless Facilities NPA

excludes certain activities from Section 106 ...

Reguest Quote
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Federal and Local Law Govern
Requests To Construct Cell Towers

Applications by wireless service providers to
construct cell towers, and opposition to those
applications, are governed by the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 and by zoning
and ...

Reguest Quote
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Wireless Telecommunication Facilities and
Zoning

Local governments are prohibited from requiring
that wireless facilities be located on city- or county-
owned towers or facilities. They are allowed to
provide expedited processing for ...

Request Quote
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Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://www.energyinnovationday.pl

Phone: +48 22 335 1273

Email: info@energyinnovationday.pl

Scan the QR code to contact us via WhatsApp.
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